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Holcomb outpaces many GOP peers 


He’s been quietly able on 
COVID-19, IndyStar finds 


Emily Hopkins 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


With no strong federal mandates, the 
way in which each state responds to the 
coronavirus pandemic - the specific 
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Brian Rexing, who owns New Generation Dairy in Owensvill 


steps taken to keep residents safe — has 
largely been left in the hands of individ- 
ual governors. 

The result is a patchwork of restric- 
tions across the U.S. - and criticism and 
praise heaped on various governors de- 
pending on one’s perspective of what 
action is appropriate. 

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine, for example, 
has been lauded by many for taking ag- 
gressive action. Arkansas Gov. Asa 
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e, had to dump nearly 30,000 gallons of milk last week as the 


Hutchinson, on the other hand, remains 
one of the last governors to resist issu- 
ing a stay-at-home order. 

So how does Gov. Eric Holcomb stack 
up? 

IndyStar compiled data from all 50 
states looking at the actions taken by 
each governor and when. The analysis 
of that data provides some understand- 
ing of how each state responded - ag- 
gressively, passively or somewhere in 
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coronavirus wreaks havoc. Demand has decreased with the closure of restaurants and schools. COURTESY OF BRIAN REXING 


Indiana’s spilled milk 


Thousands of gallons lost as pandemic batters supply chain 


Sarah Bowman 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


To the untrained eye, it may have 
looked like Brian Rexing was working 
his field last week. And he was, in a way. 
But in reality, he was doing something 
he never thought he would and hopes he 
never will have to do again: dumping 
milk. 

Rexing is a dairy farmer in Indiana’s 
southwest corner. But last week, he was 
forced to dispose of nearly 30,000 gal- 


lons of milk in the fields on his farm. 
There was nowhere for the milk to go. 

“When you can't finish it and get it to 
market and see it in consumers’ hands, 
that’s tough, that’s our livelihood,” said 
Rexing, who owns New Generation 
Dairy in Owensville. “It’s probably one 
of the most painful things for farmers.” 

The demand for milk and other dairy 
products is high, but the coronavirus 
pandemic is disrupting the supply chain 
and creating a host of problems that 
stand in the way of getting products 
from the farms to the stores. 
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The closures of restaurants and 
schools — major milk product custom- 
ers — coupled with a rapid drop in the 
export market has led to an abundance 
of milk. And yet grocery stores across 
the state and country placed limits on 
the amount of milk and other products 
customers can buy. 

That’s because it’s not an easy shift 
for plants that process milk, butter and 
cheese to pivot from packaging 
for food service to retail - creating 


See MILK, Page 7A 


the middle. 

By some measures, Holcomb appears 
at the front of the pack. Indeed, Hol- 
comb has quietly become a leader in or- 
dering social distancing measures, es- 
pecially when compared to his Repub- 
lican peers in other states. 

Consider: 

Around the time Florida Gov. Ron 


See CORONAVIRUS, Page 9A 


Lawmaker 
clarifies 
‘two evils’ 
comment 


Chris Sikich 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Facing criticism over comments he 
made to an Indianapolis radio station, 
Indiana U.S. Rep. Trey Hollingsworth 
now says it’s a false choice between 
accepting widespread casualties or re- 
opening the economy. 

Hollingsworth, a Republican who 
represents the 9th District in much of 
Central and Southern Indiana, told 
WIBC host Tony Katz on Tuesday that 
sending Americans back to work is the 
“lesser of these two evils.” 

In an exclusive interview with 


See HOLLINGSWORTH, Page 2A 


Virus alters 
ways police 
are mourned 


Kaitlin Lange and Amelia Pak-Harvey 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


After Southport police officer Aaron 
Allan was killed in the line of duty in 
2017, community 
members stood close 
as they signed a “thin 
blue line” flag and 
laid stuffed animals 
at a memorial. 

During the procession for fallen In- 
dianapolis Metropolitan Police Officer 
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Leath funeral 
details. 6A 


See FUNERAL, Page 8A 
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An obligation to help? 


Columnist James Briggs wonders if 
people have a moral duty to keep 
spending money on others. 2A 


‘It was touch and go’ 


Coronavirus takes coach from sidelines 
during the sectionals to a ventilator in 
less than two weeks. Sports, 1B 


Weather 


High 47° I Low 27° 
Frosty start, clouds 
increase. Forecast, 16A 
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